THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
three hecouldnot forbear asking Queen Victoriaif she
did not think Emily was wearing "a very dashing
gown." And when the Queen expressed her admira-
tion, "she beats any of them now," he broke out, "she
was always like a pale rose." After his mother died, he
spent much of his time at Panshanger: lounging, ar-
guing and being late for meals, as in a second home.
He needed one. There was little domestic amenity
to be enjoyed at his own house. Glenarvon and Lady
Heathcote's ball between them had done for Caroline.
Admiration had grown to be as necessary to her as air;
nothing had any interest to her except in so far as it
helped her to make an impression on other people.
The fact that she was now an outcast dependent solely
on solitary and impersonal interests for her satisfaction
meant that the backbone of her life was broken. There
was nothing for her to do but disintegrate into obli-
vion.
Alas, it was a slow and painful process. For she was
too vital to accept defeat. Instead, with the fitful
energy of despair, she cast about for any means by
which she might once more compel the attention and
appkuse of mankind. Like an actress who has out-
lived her popularity, she continued, with unquench-
able hope, again and again to try her luck before the
footlights. Sometimes she appeared as a woman of
intellect. During this period she published two novels
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